
500 words on recent practice by Perdita Phillips 
Why 
Way back in the mists of time I applied for a marketing grant and it all started well. I was going to make 
a physical promotional package and mail it to peers/curators/galleries to raise my artistic profile. Then 
disaster struck. Well actually a few disasters. Without going into all the detail, I have a nice essay written 
about my work but it’s from 2014 (and was finished a year after the closing of exhibition it was meant 
to be linked to). Now I need to acquit the project to the grant body. I’m still sending out printed materials 
for promotion at the beginning of June this year, but I need a short contemporary art text that updates 
what I have been doing in 2019-2020.  
 
What 
This is a text that will be read by people in the art world – artists, curators etc. It needs to be something 
that delves into my recent art practice, that makes links with some of the issues that I am grappling 
with, and that connects it more poetically with themes geological/more-than-human. I would like it to be 
challenging but not heavily theoretical, because of its short length. At 500 words it’s not a full catalogue 
essay, nor a close critical review of artworks, but it still needs to link clearly to the art I have been making 
to fit the intended audience. 
 
Here are the two things that would be the best starting points: 

1. A short nonfiction text (fictiōnella) called Fossil (III) 
http://www.perditaphillips.com/portfolio/fossil-iii/ I wrote last year as part of the Lost Rocks 
project http://www.apublishedevent.net/projects/lost-rocks/editions/fossil-ii-phillips-p. This is 
the one that is about fossils, limestone, thrombolites and pseudofossils. It has about 30 black 
and white pictures in it too. 

2. A small mountain now standing in a field in southwest Western Australia. This one not fully 
documented on the website yet as it has only just been finished and I can’t get back to 
photograph it as finished due to covid travel restrictions. The whole project is about linking 
Bular Mial (Bluff Knoll, in SW WA), Phytophthora cinnamomi (a water mould responsible for 
Dieback disease), and social undercurrents and human conversations. It’s called We must 
catch up and is performative in the sense that people climb up and activate it with their 
conversations. It has had three forms so far as it morphs along. The first and second form is a 
mountain in a gallery (first version in the gallery here 
http://www.perditaphillips.com/portfolio/we-must-catch-up/) and now in a field which you can 
climb https://www.instagram.com/p/B5ULXVeAKYy/. But what is now manifest in the field is 
only a small part of what the project is about. The thinking about the interdigitation of slow 
practices and biodiversity loss is not obvious in what is in the field… so there may be more to 
this one in the future. 

 
When 
You would need to write first draft by 15 May. 
I am available to discuss via email or skype as necessary.  
Final version by 26 May. 
 
Output 
My aim is to print it as a short chapbook/zine that goes out with the grant promotional mailouts and also 
have the text on my website. The copyright of the text remains yours. 
 
Payment 
The standard rate for arts writing in Australia varies between $0.25 and $1/word. I will pay you $500 to 
write something around the 500 word mark. This money comes out of my own savings (not the grant). 
You will need to invoice me. 
 
Let me know if you are interested by Wednesday night 6 May 
Let me know if this suits your interests. Send me an example or link to writings that would give me an 
idea of your turn of phrase. 
Email me at perdy@perditaphillips.com 


